


2 Chronicles 10:1-19
Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel 

had come to Shechem to make him king. 
2 And as soon as Jeroboam the son of 

Nebat heard of it (for he was in Egypt, 

where he had fled from King Solomon), 

then Jeroboam returned from Egypt. 3 And 

they sent and called him. 



2 Chronicles 10:1-19
And Jeroboam and all Israel came and 

said to Rehoboam, 4 “Your father made our 

yoke heavy. Now therefore lighten the hard 

service of your father and his heavy yoke 

on us, and we will serve you.” 5 He said to 

them, “Come to me again in three days.” 

So the people went away. 



2 Chronicles 10:1-19
6 Then King Rehoboam took counsel with 

the old men, who had stood before 

Solomon his father while he was yet alive, 

saying, “How do you advise me to answer 

this people?” 7 And they said to him, “If you 

will be good to this people and please them 

and speak good words to them, 



2 Chronicles 10:1-19
then they will be your servants forever.” 
8 But he abandoned the counsel that the 

old men gave him, and took counsel with 

the young men who had grown up with him 

and stood before him. 9 And he said to 

them, “What do you advise that we answer 

this people who have said to me, 



2 Chronicles 10:1-19
‘Lighten the yoke that your father put on 

us’?” 10 And the young men who had grown 

up with him said to him, “Thus shall you 

speak to the people who said to you, ‘Your 

father made our yoke heavy, but you lighten 

it for us’; thus shall you say to them, ‘My 

little finger is thicker than my father's thighs. 



2 Chronicles 10:1-19
11 And now, whereas my father laid on you 

a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke. My 

father disciplined you with whips, but I will 

discipline you with scorpions.’” 12 So 

Jeroboam and all the people came to 

Rehoboam the third day, as the king said, 

“Come to me again the third day.” 



2 Chronicles 10:1-19
13 And the king answered them harshly; and 

forsaking the counsel of the old men, 14 King 

Rehoboam spoke to them according to the 

counsel of the young men, saying, “My 

father made your yoke heavy, but I will add 

to it. My father disciplined you with whips, 

but I will discipline you with scorpions.” 



2 Chronicles 10:1-19
15 So the king did not listen to the people, 

for it was a turn of affairs brought about by 

God that the Lord might fulfill his word, 

which he spoke by Ahijah the Shilonite to 

Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 16 And when 

all Israel saw that the king did not listen to 

them, the people answered the king, 



2 Chronicles 10:1-19
“What portion have we in David? We have 

no inheritance in the son of Jesse. Each of 

you to your tents, O Israel! Look now to 

your own house, David.” So all Israel went 

to their tents. 17 But Rehoboam reigned 

over the people of Israel who lived in the 

cities of Judah. 



2 Chronicles 10:1-19
18 Then King Rehoboam sent Hadoram, 

who was taskmaster over the forced labor, 

and the people of Israel stoned him to death 

with stones. And King Rehoboam quickly 

mounted his chariot to flee to Jerusalem. 
19 So Israel has been in rebellion against 

the house of David to this day.



1 Kings 11:3-10
He had 700 wives, who were princesses, 

and 300 concubines. And his wives turned 

away his heart. 4 For when Solomon was 

old his wives turned away his heart after 

other gods, and his heart was not wholly 

true to the Lord his God, as was the heart of 

David his father. 



1 Kings 11:3-10
5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the 

goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom

the abomination of the Ammonites. 6 So 

Solomon did what was evil in the sight of 

the Lord and did not wholly follow the Lord, 

as David his father had done. 



1 Kings 11:3-10
7 Then Solomon built a high place for 

Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and for 

Molech the abomination of the Ammonites, 

on the mountain east of Jerusalem. 8 And 

so he did for all his foreign wives, who 

made offerings and sacrificed to their gods. 



1 Kings 11:3-10
And the LORD was angry with Solomon, 

because his heart had turned away from the 

LORD, the God of Israel, who had 

appeared to him twice 10 and had 

commanded him concerning this thing, that 

he should not go after other gods. But he 

did not keep what the LORD commanded.



2 Chronicles 10:4-5
4 “Your father made our yoke heavy. Now 

therefore lighten the hard service of your 

father and his heavy yoke on us, and we 

will serve you.” 5 He said to them, “Come 

to me again in three days.” So the people 

went away. 



2 Chronicles 10:1-19
13 And the king answered them harshly; and 

forsaking the counsel of the old men, 14 King 

Rehoboam spoke to them according to the 

counsel of the young men, saying, “My 

father made your yoke heavy, but I will add 

to it. My father disciplined you with whips, 

but I will discipline you with scorpions.” 



2 Chronicles 10:1-19
15 So the king did not listen to the people, 

for it was a turn of affairs brought about by 

God that the Lord might fulfill his word, 

which he spoke by Ahijah the Shilonite to 

Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 



The Kingdom Divides
Northern Kingdom: Israel

Capital: Samaria [eventually]

King: Jeroboam

Destroyed in 722 BC

200 years: 20 kings : 9 different families



The Kingdom Divides
Southern Kingdom: Judah 

Capital: Jerusalem

King: Rehoboam

Destroyed in 586/587 BC

350 years: 20 kings : 1family



The Kingdom Divides
Disobedience → Division → Demise



Deuteronomy 17:14-17
When you enter the land the Lord your 

God is giving you and have taken 

possession of it and settled in it, and you 

say, “Let us set a king over us like all the 

nations around us,” be sure to appoint over 

you a king the Lord your God chooses. He 

must be from among your fellow Israelites. 



Deuteronomy 17:14-17
Do not place a foreigner over you, one who 

is not an Israelite. The king, moreover, 

must not acquire great numbers of horses 

for himself or make the people return to 

Egypt to get more of them, for the Lord has 

told you, “You are not to go back that way 

again.”



Deuteronomy 17:14-17
He must not take many wives, or his heart 

will be led astray. He must not accumulate 

large amounts of silver and gold.



The Kingdom Divides
Disobedience brings about a hardness of 

heart. 



Ephesians 4:17-19
Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that 

you must no longer walk as the Gentiles 

do, in the futility of their minds. 18 They are 

darkened in their understanding, alienated 

from the life of God because of the 

ignorance that is in them, due to their 

hardness of heart. 



Ephesians 4:17-19
19 They have become callous and have 

given themselves up to sensuality, greedy 

to practice every kind of impurity.



The Kingdom Divides
Idolatry brings about disunity



The Kingdom Divides
When the main thing is replaced by other 

things then disunity ensues. 



The Kingdom Divides

Idolatry is trusting in created things 
rather than the Creator for our hope 
and happiness, significance and 
security. 


